A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
The man himself has had a most vivid effect upon European
history, on account of his courage and tenacity in action,
as also on account of the dramatic days through which he
lived—which were those of the Third Crusade, the attempted
recovery of Jerusalem, and the reaffirmation of the Prankish
power in the East. He was approaching the age of thirty-three
when he came to the throne; and, oddly enough for such a man,
he was always in bad health, often actually unable to walk or to
ride, given to eruptions on the skin—but always mastering these
weaknesses by the violence of his will. During his campaigns
he had frequently to be carried in a litter, and on the occasion
when he started out on that Third Crusade wherein he became
so famous it was thought that he could not survive. The
moment his health allowed him to do so, however, he would
put on full armour and fight on foot—even in the height of the
Levantine summer. Another interesting characteristic of his
was his devotion to Church services, and especially to Church
music. He was true to the type of his house, though rather
taller than most of them, with a round French head and
prominent eyes far apart.
So far as England was concerned, Richard's younger brother,
John—a lad still in his teens—was most in the public eye. His
mother, Queen Eleanor, had been left Regent during Richard's
absence; young John had the revenues of Derbyshire and of all
the south-west (Somerset, Devon, and Cornwall) to support
him. But Richard had left, as a sort of counterbalance in
England to his brother and his mother, William Longchamp,
Bishop of Ely and Papal Legate—a man of very strong character.
His father's father had been a serf; he had a sort of monkey-face;
he was lame, odd in manner—but energetic after Richard's own
heart. There was a sort of duel between him and young John
in all the early part of the reign, in which John relied upon the
support of the merchants of London. John was intriguing to
become King should Richard be killed on crusade (and many
fighters did not return from the Crusades). He secretly obtained
the support of Philip Augustus, who, of course, was willing to
do anything to weaken the Angevin power. But the trouble was
that his elder brother Geoffrey, who had acquired Brittany by
marriage, and was dead, had left a young son five years old
called Arthur. Arthur therefore was the direct heir of the
Plantagenet house, for Richard had no heir. Arthur had been
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